SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 1:26-28, 31

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the ca ttle, and over all the
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; mal e and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth....” God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very g ood.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 2:18-24

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as
his partner.” So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of
the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called

every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air,
and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and

closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man h e made into
a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for ou t of Man this one was taken.” Therefore a
man leaves his father and his mother and clings to h is wife, and they become one flesh.

Ruth 1:1-8, 14-17

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in
Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was
Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and
Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and
remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons.
These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When
they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left
without her two sons and her husband. Then she started to return with her daughters -in-law from
the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered h is
people and given them food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her
two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah . But Naomi said to
her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly
with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me.... Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed
her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her
people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave
you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your
people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die— there will I be buried.
May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from yo u!”




1 Samuel 18:1b, 3; 20:17, 42a

The soul of Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. ...
Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul. Jonathan made
David swear again by his love for him; for he loved him as he loved his own life. ... Then Jonathan
said to David, “Go in peace, since both of us have sworn in the name of the Lord, saying, “The Lord

shall be between me and you, and between my descendants and your descendants, forever.”

Song of Solomon 2:8-13

The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains, bounding over the hills. My
beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look, there he stands behind our wall, gazing in at the
windows, looking through the lattice. My beloved speaks and says to me: “Arise, my love, my fair
one, and come away; for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the
earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our | and. The fig tree
puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair
one, and come away.

Song of Solomon 8:6-7

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is strong as death, passion fier ce
as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither
can floods drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly scorned.

Proverbs 3:3-6

Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck, write them on the
tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and of people. Trust
in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths.

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me
beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though
I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod an d your staff— they
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my he ad with
oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall
dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

Psalm 67

May God be gracious to us and bless us and m ake his face to shine upon us, that your way may be
known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all
the peoples praise you. Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with
equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples
praise you. The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. May God continue to
bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him.

Psalm 95: 1-7

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come
into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful nois e to him with songs of praise! For the
Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the



heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his
hands have formed. O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kne el before the Lord, our
Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. O that
today you would listen to his voice!

Psalm 100

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his
presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his
people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and
his faithfulness to all generations.

Psalm 103

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits— who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who
redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you
with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. The Lord works
vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the
people of Israel. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to
our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he
removes our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has
compassion for those who fear him. For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we are
dust. As for mortals, their days are like grass; they flouris h like a flower of the field; for the wind
passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. But the steadfast love of the Lord is
from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteou sness to children’s children,
to those who keep his covenant and rem ember to do his commandments. The Lord has established
his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you
mighty ones who do his bidding, obedient to his spoken word. Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his
ministers that do his will. Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless the Lord,
O my soul.

Psalm 121

I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who
made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade
at your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep
you from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from
this time on and forevermore.

Psalm 136

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his s teadfast love endures forever. O give thanks to
the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his
steadfast love endures forever; who alone does great wonders, for his s teadfast love endures forever;
who by understanding made the heavens, for his s teadfast love endures forever; who spread out the
earth on the waters, for his steadfast love endures forever; who made the great lights, for his



steadfast love endures forever; the sun to rule over the day, for his s teadfast love endures forever;
the moon and stars to rule over the night, for his st eadfast love endures forever; who struck Egypt
through their firstborn, for his steadfast love endures forever; and brought Israel out from among
them, for his steadfast love endures forever; with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, for his
steadfast love endures forever; who divided the Red Sea in two, for his steadfast love endures
forever; and made Israel pass through the midst of it, for his st eadfast love endures forever; but
overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, for his st eadfast love endures forever; who led his
people through the wilderness, for his steadfast love endures forever; who struck down great kings,
for his steadfast love endures forever; and killed famous kings, for his s teadfast love endures forever;
Sihon, king of the Amorites, for his s teadfast love endures forever; and Og, king of Bashan, for his
steadfast love endures forever; and gave their land as a heritage, for his steadfast love endures
forever; a heritage to his servant Israel, for his steadfast love endures forever. It is he who
remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast love endures forever; and rescued us from our
foes, for his steadfast love endures forever; who gives food to all flesh, for his steadfast love endures
forever. O give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Psalm 148

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! Praise him, all his
angels; praise him, all his host! Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! Praise
him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for he commanded and they were created. He established them forever and ever; he fixed their
bounds, which cannot be passed. Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! Mountains and all hills, fruit trees
and all cedars! Wild animals and all cattle, cree ping things and flying birds! Kings of the earth and
all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! Young men and women alike, old and young
together! Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glo ry is above
earth and heaven. He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of
Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord!

Psalm 150

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; prais e him in his mighty firmament! Praise him for his
mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp! Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and
pipe! Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! Let everything that
breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!



NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the
meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousn ess, for
they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for thei rs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil again st you
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Matthew 22:35-40

One of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law
is the greatest?” He said to him, ““You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is
like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.”

Mark 10:6-9

Jesus said, “But from the beginning of creation, ‘G od made them male and female.” ‘For this reason
a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one
separate.”

John 2:1-11

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus
said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and
to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each hol ding twenty
or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And th ey filled them up to the brim.
He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the

servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him,
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become

drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

John 15:9-17

Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s comman dments and
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and th at your joy
may be complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do



what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know
what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And 1
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you wha tever you
ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. ”

Romans 8:31-39

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything
else? Who will bring any charge against God’s el ect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are
being killed all day long; we are accoun ted as sheep to be slaughtered. No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Romans 12:1-2, 9-18

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship . Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.... Let love be genuine; hate what is evil,
hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing
honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a no isy gong or a
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all kn owledge,
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but d o not have love, I am nothing. If I give away
all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain
nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in
the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never
ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for

knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but
when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then 1
will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love.



Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth
takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and hei ght and depth, and
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness
of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Colossians 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humi lity,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven y ou, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in t he one body. And be thankful. Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish o ne another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to G od. And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.

1 John 3:18-24

Little children, let us love, not in word or spe ech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know
that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us;
for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn
us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should believe in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us,

by the Spirit that he has given us.

1John 4:7-16

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so th at we might live through him. In
this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoni ng sacrifice
for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we al so ought to love one another. No one has
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we
know that we abide in him and he in us, because h e has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in

them.



